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<p dir="RTL" style="text-align: justify;"> <img alt="Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the
Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, II"
src="http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/images/jhn_collar_cropped_600_sma
11200.jpg" style="margin: 5px; padding: 3px; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility;
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class="MsoNormalCxSpMiddle" dir="RTL" style="mso-margin-top-alt:auto;margin-right:
40.0pt;mso-margin-bottom-alt:auto;mso-add-space:auto;text-align:justify;
text-indent:-21.25pt;line-height:normal"> <span lang="AR-SA"
style="font-size:16.0pt;mso-ansi-font-size:14.0pt;font-family:&quot;Times New
Romané&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;
mso-ascii-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-fareast-font-family:&quot; Times New Roman&quot;;
mso-hansi-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-bidi-theme-font:major-bidi">?7??7? ?? ?7? ?????7? ??? 777

1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; font-size: 1.65em; width: 745px; border-bottom: medium
none; font-weight: normal; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); border-top: 3px double rgb(202, 202, 202);
font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times New Roman&quot;, serif; font-style: normal;
font-variant-ligatures: normal; font-variant-caps: normal; letter-spacing: normal; text-indent: Opx;
text-transform: none; white-space: normal; word-spacing: Opx; -webkit-text-stroke-width: 0px;
text-decoration-style: initial; text-decoration-color: initial; text-align: left;"> Stated Clerk issues
statement on Trump®@s decision to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel</h2> <p
class="date" style="margin: Opx Opx 15px; padding: Opx Opx 15px; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(80, 80, 80); font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times New
Roman&quot;, serif; text-transform: uppercase; font-size: 0.7em; font-weight: bold;
letter-spacing: 1px; border-bottom: 1px solid rgb(202, 202, 202); font-style: normal;
font-variant-ligatures: normal; font-variant-caps: normal; text-indent: Opx; white-space: normal;
word-spacing: 0px; -webkit-text-stroke-width: Opx; text-decoration-style: initial;
text-decoration-color: initial; text-align: left;"> DECEMBER 6, 2017</p> <div class="insert
insertleft200" style="margin: 5px 15px 15px 5px; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering:
optimizeLegibility; float: left; width: 218px; color: rgb(0, 0, 0); font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times
New Roman&quot;, serif; font-size: 14px; font-style: normal; font-variant-ligatures: normal;
font-variant-caps: normal; font-weight: 400; letter-spacing: normal; orphans: 2; text-align: start;
text-indent: Opx; text-transform: none; white-space: normal; widows: 2; word-spacing: 0px;
-webkit-text-stroke-width: Opx; text-decoration-style: initial; text-decoration-color: initial;"> <img
alt="Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, II"
src="http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/images/jhn_collar_cropped_600_sma
[1200.jpg" style="margin: Opx 11px 6px Opx; padding: 3px; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering:
optimizelegibility; float: left; border: 1px solid rgb(206, 205, 200); width: 150px; height: 188px;"
/> <p class="caption" style="margin: Opx Opx 20px; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelLegibility; color: rgb(157, 157, 157); font-style: normal; font-family:
&quot;Trebuchet MS&quot;, Verdana, sans-serif; font-size: 0.85em;"> Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly, the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, ll</p> <div class="full-byline" style="margin:
Opx 10px 10px Opx; padding: 8px 10px 10px; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility;
clear: both; float: left; width: auto; border: 1px solid rgb(234, 234, 234); background: rgb(249,
249, 249); font-size: 0.87em;"> <p class="from" style="margin: Opx Opx 10px; padding: Opx;
line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility; color: rgb(102, 102, 102); font-style: italic;
font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times New Romané&quot;, serif;">  From the Office of the Stated
Clerk</p> <p class="by" style="margin: Opx Opx 10px; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelLegibility; color: rgb(102, 102, 102); font-style: italic;">  <span
style="margin: Opx 0.25em Opx Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering:
optimizeLegibility; font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times New Roman&quot;, serif; font-weight: bold;
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letter-spacing: 0.2em; font-size: 0.7em; text-transform: uppercase; font-style: normal;">OFFICE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY</span></p> </div> </div> <p class="location" style="margin:
Opx Opx 8px; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(102,
102, 102); font-family: &quot;Trebuchet MS&quot;, Verdana, sans-serif; text-transform:
uppercase; font-size: 0.8em; font-weight: bold; width: 745px; float: none; font-style: normal;
font-variant-ligatures: normal; font-variant-caps: normal; letter-spacing: normal; text-indent: Opx;
white-space: normal; word-spacing: 0px; -webkit-text-stroke-width: Opx; text-decoration-style:
initial; text-decoration-color: initial; text-align: left;"> LOUISVILLE</p> <div class="intro"
style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility; color: rgb(O0,
0, 0); font-family: Georgia, &quot;Times New Roman&quot;, serif; font-size: 14px; font-style:
normal; font-variant-ligatures: normal; font-variant-caps: normal; font-weight: 400; letter-spacing:
normal; orphans: 2; text-align: start; text-indent: Opx; text-transform: none; white-space: normal;
widows: 2; word-spacing: 0px; -webkit-text-stroke-width: Opx; text-decoration-style: initial;
text-decoration-color: initial;"> <p style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;"> General Stated Clerk
J. Herbert Nelson, Il issued a<span> </span><a
href="http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/herbert-statement-israel-palestin
e-dec2017.pdf" style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering:
optimizeLegibility; color: rgb(142, 13, 38); font-style: normal; text-decoration: none;"
target="_blank">statement<span> </span></a>today from the Holy Land @ where he is
traveling with a delegation of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) leaders, criticizing President
Trump@s decision to officially recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and to instruct the
U.S. State Department to begin planning to move the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem.</p> <p style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;"> Nelson®s statement
is similar to one issued by the National Council of Churches, which had been in contact with him
earlier. In its<span> </span><a
href="http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/ncc-opposes-u-s-decision-to-declare-jerusalem-as-cap
ital-of-israel/" style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering:
optimizeLegibility; color: rgb(142, 13, 38); font-style: normal; text-decoration:
none;">statement</a><span> </span>, the NCC praised the witness of the PC(USA) delegation
and asked for prayers for its safety.</p> <p style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding: 0px;
line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;"> The
full text of Nelson@s statement:<br style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizeLegibility;" />  </p> <p style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding: Opx;
line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;">
<strong style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility;
font-weight: bold;">Statement by the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, ll<br style="margin: Opx;
padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility;" /> General Assembly stated
clerk, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)</strong></p> <p style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding:
Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;">
Moving the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would be a grievous mistake. For
Christians concerned with peace and justice, Jerusalem must be a city shared by three faiths
and two peoples. As long as Israel occupies East Jerusalem and restricts Palestinian human
rights, to designate Jerusalem as Israel@s capital is to endorse the violation of international law.
We pray for @the peace of Jerusalem@ as Christmas approaches, but peace is not achieved by
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unilateral claims or annexation. There is a profound moral stewardship of the holy sites in
Jerusalem that requires the shared decision-making of Christian and Muslim Palestinians as
well as Jewish Israelis. Behind the many General Assembly statements affirming Jerusalem to
be a shared city is the conviction that Jesus still calls us to be peacemakers.</p> <p
style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em; padding: Opx; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility;
color: rgb(51, 51, 51); text-align: left;">  Claiming Jerusalem as the capital for one people not
only damages hope for peace between Israeli and Palestinians, but deepens religious tensions
among Muslims, Jews, and Christians. Each of our religious traditions has a long memory. Back
in 1947, the original UN plan for two states called for Jerusalem to be an international city, so
that religious coexistence there could be a model for tolerance around the world. The nations of
the world have respected that good vision by keeping their embassies in Tel Aviv until a just
peace can be achieved. For the U.S. government to act alone in the interests of one side is to
end any claim that we can be an @honest broker® in a peace process to end the occupation of
Palestine. It is for these reasons that we go on record as a church to express our deep
disagreement with this action by our government. In this year of painful anniversaries for the
Palestinians, it would be another betrayal to abandon the equal claims of both the Palestinians
and the Israelis to Jerusalem, a city of historical and spiritual significance shared by Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism.</p> <ul style="margin: Opx Opx 1.5em 22px; padding: Opx; line-height:
1.4; text-rendering: optimizelLegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51);">  <li style="margin: Opx; padding:
Opx Opx Opx 18px; line-height: 1.4; text-rendering: optimizelegibility; background: rgba(0, 0, 0, 0)
url(../m/screen/bullet.gif) no-repeat scroll Opx 0.3em:; list-style: outside none none; text-align:
left;">  UN General Assembly Resolution 181 (ll) designates Jerusalem as a whole and its
environs as €a corpus separatum under [a special] international regime,® to be administered
by the UN.</li> <li style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx Opx Opx 18px; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelegibility; background: rgba(0, 0, 0, 0) url(../m/screen/bullet.gif) no-repeat
scroll Opx 0.3em,; list-style: outside none none; text-align: left;">  UN General Assembly
Resolution 194 affirmed the free access for worship and right of return or compensation for
refugees.</li> <li style="margin: Opx; padding: Opx Opx Opx 18px; line-height: 1.4;
text-rendering: optimizelegibility; background: rgba(0, 0, 0, 0) url(../m/screen/bullet.gif) no-repeat
scroll Opx 0.3em; list-style: outside none none; text-align: left;">  the UN Security Council
adopted Resolution 476 stating that @measures which have altered the geographic,
demographic and historical character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem are null and
void€ and @constitute a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and also constitute a serious obstruction to
achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East.@</li> </ul> </div> <p
class="MsoNormal" dir="LTR" style="line-height: normal; direction: ltr; unicode-bidi: embed;
text-align: right;"> <span dir="RTL" lang="AR-SA"
style="font-size:12.0pt;font-family:&quot;Times New Romané&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;
mso-ascii-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-fareast-font-family:&quot; Times New Roman&quot;;

style="mso-margin-top-alt:auto;mso-margin-bottom-alt:
auto;text-align:justify;line-height:normal;direction:ltr;unicode-bidi:embed"> <span dir="RTL"
lang="AR-SA" style="font-size:12.0pt;font-family:&quot;Times New
Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;
mso-ascii-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-fareast-font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;;
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mso-hansi-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-bidi-theme-font:major-bidi">http://www.pcusa.org/news/2
017/12/6/stated-clerk-issues-statement-trumps-decision-reco </span></p> <p
class="MsoNormal" dir="RTL" style="text-align:justify"> <span dir="LTR"
style="font-family:&quot;Times New
Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;mso-ascii-theme-font:major-bidi;
mso-hansi-theme-font:major-bidi;mso-bidi-theme-font:major-bidi"> </span></p>
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