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and two peoples. As long as Israel occupies East Jerusalem and restricts Palestinian human

rights, to designate Jerusalem as Israel�s capital is to endorse the violation of international law.
We pray for �the peace of Jerusalem� as Christmas approaches, but peace is not achieved by
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unilateral claims or annexation. There is a profound moral stewardship of the holy sites in
Jerusalem that requires the shared decision-making of Christian and Muslim Palestinians as

well as Jewish Israelis. Behind the many General Assembly statements affirming Jerusalem to
be a shared city is the conviction that Jesus still calls us to be peacemakers.</p>   <p
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only damages hope for peace between Israeli and Palestinians, but deepens religious tensions
among Muslims, Jews, and Christians. Each of our religious traditions has a long memory. Back

in 1947, the original UN plan for two states called for Jerusalem to be an international city, so
that religious coexistence there could be a model for tolerance around the world. The nations of

the world have respected that good vision by keeping their embassies in Tel Aviv until a just
peace can be achieved. For the U.S. government to act alone in the interests of one side is to

end any claim that we can be an �honest broker� in a peace process to end the occupation of
Palestine. It is for these reasons that we go on record as a church to express our deep

disagreement with this action by our government. In this year of painful anniversaries for the
Palestinians, it would be another betrayal to abandon the equal claims of both the Palestinians

and the Israelis to Jerusalem, a city of historical and spiritual significance shared by Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism.</p>   <ul style="margin: 0px 0px 1.5em 22px; padding: 0px; line-height:

1.4; text-rendering: optimizeLegibility; color: rgb(51, 51, 51);">    <li style="margin: 0px; padding:
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left;">     UN General Assembly Resolution 181 (II) designates Jerusalem as a whole and its

environs as �a corpus separatum under [a special] international regime,� to be administered
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Resolution 194 affirmed the free access for worship and right of return or compensation for
refugees.</li>    <li style="margin: 0px; padding: 0px 0px 0px 18px; line-height: 1.4;
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scroll 0px 0.3em; list-style: outside none none; text-align: left;">     the UN Security Council

adopted Resolution 476 stating that �measures which have altered the geographic,
demographic and historical character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem are null and
void� and �constitute a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and also constitute a serious obstruction to
achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East.�</li>   </ul>  </div>  <p
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